Isolated pontine lesion in algid cerebral malaria: clinical features, management, and magnetic resonance imaging findings.
Malaria, the most important of all tropical diseases, causes approximately one million deaths per year. In Plasmodium falciparum malaria, the organs most affected are the brain, kidneys, lungs, and liver. Cerebral involvement is the most important lethal complication with a mortality rate of up to 50%. We report a patient with malignant, tertian falciparum malaria with an initial parasitemia rate of 60% and severe cerebral, hepatorenal, and pulmonary involvement. In addition to the severe diffuse encephalopathy, an initial neurologic examination showed signs of a pontine lesion that was confirmed by cerebral magnetic resonance imaging. We therefore conclude that cerebral malaria may be responsible for focal neurologic lesions that can be demonstrated by this procedure.